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COLLEGE OF MENOMINEE NATION 
EDU 236-01: Infancy and Early Childhood 

 

Course Name:  Infancy and Early Childhood   

Course # & Section: EDU 236-01 

Number of Credits: 3 

Semester and year:   Fall 2017 

Class Time: 6:00—8:50 PM       

Class Days: Wednesdays    

Room Number: SD 121 – TPX Room  

Course Pre-requisite: EDU 210   

Instructor: Kelli Chelberg M.ED   Phone: (715) 799-6226 X3131   

 Email: kchelberg@menominee.edu    

Office Location: SD020    Office Hours:  Wednesday 12:00 – 2:00 PM or by appointment 

 

Catalog Course Description:  Concepts and current research findings applied to the study of the typical course of 

growth and development of children from conception through early years within the context of the family and society. 

 

Introduction to EDU 236 – Infancy and Early Childhood: 

In the life of humans there is no other developmental period that is of utmost critical importance than infancy 

and early childhood. Infancy and early childhood development is a critical stage of development that forms a 

foundation for the future learning and well-being of all children. Whether or not you intend to pursue a CDA, an 

Associate’s Degree, or a Bachelor’s degree or you are a auntie/uncle, parent, or grandparent understanding the 

growth and development of children from conception - birth – 8 will have a profound impact on how you teach, 

parent, grandparent, or interact with young children. I invite you to join me in learning more about the typical 

growth of young children and why it’s important to provide many language and learning opportunities for their 

development.  

 

Required Texts:  

 

Bullard, J. (2010). Creating Environments for Learning. 2nd edition.  Pearson Education.  

ISBN: 978-0-13-286754-2 

  

Wisconsin Model Early Learning Standards. 2013 edition.  WI Department of Public Instruction 

ISBN: 978-1-57337-159-9 

 

General Education Objective:   

Objective Assessment 

Culture and History/Own Traditions and 

Culture/ Level 4  

 

Reflection Paper, Assignments, Exams 

Culture and History/Global Diversity/Level 3 

 

 

Reflection Paper, Assignments, Exams, 

Quizzes 

Analytical Abilities/Critical Thinking/ Level 3 Observation Assignments, Exams, Quizzes 

Analytical Abilities/Problem Solving/ Level 4 Observation Assignments, Exams, Quizzes, 

Assignments 
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Communication/Written/Level 4 Reflection Paper, Observation Assignments 

 

Program Outcome:     

Outcomes Assessment 

Demonstrate knowledge of typical of typical as 

well as atypical development in young children 

 

Observation Assignments 

Professionally apply interpersonal skills in team 

situations 

Opening, Closing, and Class Activities 

Describe the role of family and culture with 

respect to children 

 

Assignments, Exams, Quizzes, Reflection Paper 

Report on recent research related to young 

children 

Assignments, Exams, Quizzes, Reflection Paper 

 

 

Key:  
NAEYC= National Association for the Education of Young Children 

K=knowledge 

D=disposition 

P=performance  

Letters and numbers indicate sub-standards 

 

Standards  Assessment 

 

NAEYC Standard 1a: Know and understand young 

children’s characteristics and needs 

Observation assignments, 

Assignments, Reflection Paper 

NAEYC Standard 1c: Use developmental knowledge 

to create healthy, respectful, supportive, and challenging 

learning environments 

Observation Assignments, 

Assignments, Reflection Paper 

 

Course Learning Outcomes: By the end of the semester, students will be able to: 

1. Identify the role of developmental theory in facilitating the course of development 

2. Discuss the relationship between development and family structures and interactions 

3. Discuss the relationship between development and planning 

4. Compare typical and atypical development 

5. Recite factors that may put children at risk for developmental delays 

6. Find/review research related to course content  

7. Recite various theories of child development 

Assessment Activities & Methods:   

1. Observation Assignment – 2 observations x 15 pts.   = 30 points  30 

2. Center Design and Presentations – 2 centers x 20 = 40 points  40 

3. Class Participation/Daily Activities  - 15 classes x 2 = 30 points  30 

4. Discussion Board Posts and Responses – 13 posts/responses x 2 = pts. 26 

5. Final            50 

Total            176 pts. 
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Observation Assignment: 

The observation assignment is designed to help you place developmental information into context. You will 

observe your own children, your relatives or friend’s children, or possibly a child from the childcare or head 

start where you may be employed. Your direct interaction with the child must be a very minimum amount of 

time during the observation; typically there will be no direct interaction with the child.  Do not lead the child 

in a lesson or an activity.  Your sole responsibility is to observe the child. Depending on the situation, you may 

need to obtain permission to observe. Explain that the observation is part of your college course. Your 

observations must be as objective, specific, and non-biased as possible. Your activity will consist of the 

following part for each assignment: 

1. Two observations will be conducted 

2. One observation must be on a child who is birth-3 years of age while the other observation must be on a 

child who is 3-6 years of age.  

3. Determine location of your observation.  

4. Date and time of day of the observation.  

5. Age, sex, and any special characteristics of the child. Do not include the child’s name. Specify if there 

are other children/adults around, the number of other people, and approximately ages of the other 

children.  

6. Length of observation in minutes (must be at least 15 minutes).  

7. Document a careful record of your observation with notes describing the incidents, activities, and 

settings. Detail what the child actually does; what activities does the child involve himself/herself in, 

and what the child says. Capture as many details as possible. Again be as objective as possible. Do not 

interpret actions or give them emotional labels such as the child appears for example sad, angry, happy, 

or confused. 

8. Write up a conclusion paper for each observation. You will use the Wisconsin Model Early Learning 

Standards to assist in completion of your reflection. The reflection should include: 

o Your impressions of the observation, your feelings about how it felt to observe without 

interacting with the child, etc.  

o Summary of the child’s development compared to other children their age. Is their development 

on track as shown in the WMELS? EXPLAIN your response. This will be the longest and most 

detailed part of your paper.  

o You may turn the assignment in earlier than the due dates provided. Points will be deducted if 

instructions are not followed including observations turned in after the due dates unless you have 

contacted me and I have given you permission to turn in the assignment late. Please type in 

complete sentences—do not use bullets in a list format. The paper must be a minimum of 2 full 

pages in length, Times New Roman 12 font, and double spaced with 1” margins. 

9. A completed developmental observation worksheet must accompany each conclusion paper. See 

observation checklist at the end of the syllabus.  

Center Design and Presentations: Students will sign up for two themed centers and will plan developmentally 

appropriate activities for each center.  In addition, you will collect and bring in appropriate materials and 

supplies for each center and will set up the center to have the other students complete center tasks. A list of all 

materials/supplies and their use will be developed and given to fellow students. Make sure to see the week your 

chosen center presentation will be conducted. See attached rubric.   

 
Attendance and Class Participation: You are expected to attend all class sessions.  If you have extraordinary 

circumstances that require you to be absent from class, you are still responsible in learning the material covered 

during class. Students are expected to pay attention and participate in class meetings. Students are expected to 

exhibit respectful behavior to other students and the instructor. All Students have the right and privilege to learn 
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in the class, free from harassment and disruption. You cannot make up in class work that was done during 

missed classes. During most class periods you will be participating in Opening and Closing activities and you 

will receive 1 point for each activity that you participate in.   

 

Discussion Posts/Responses:  Discussion prompts will be posted on Eliademy.  You will be required to 

respond to all prompts as well as respond to at least one peer for each week.   

 

Final:   Short, brief quizzes will be given in class after each of the 19 chapter reading assignments. The quizzes 

will not be graded however these quizzes can be used as study guides for the Final which will consist of 

questions from each of the quizzes and will be given on our last class.  

 

Grading Policy: The following grading system will be used to evaluate your quizzes, exams, and class 

participation and guest speaker assignment. 

 

Percentages         Final Points 

95 – 100 % A         168 - 176 A 

90 – 94% AB         158 - 167 AB 

85 - 89% B         150 - 157 B 

80-84% BC         141 - 149 BC 

75 – 79% C         132 - 140 C 

70 – 74% CD         123 - 131CD 

65 – 69% D         114  - 122 D 

Below 65% F         below 114 F 
 

Mid-Term Grades:  

The College of the Menominee Nation determined that it is in the students’ best interest to provide interim 

grades during the semester so students may gauge their progress in a course. The Mid-term grades will not be 

reflected in your transcript. Midterm grades will not necessarily be your final grade. They are based upon the 

percentage of graded work at the time mid-term grades are due.  Final grades are based upon the final tally of 

grades work. Grades are not mailed; they are available to students on the EMPOWER management system. A 

student will need to use their name and Student ID number. 

Attendance Policy 
 

You are expected to be here for every class session. If you have extraordinary circumstances that prevent 

class attendance, you are responsible to know and understand the material covered during class. It is also your 

responsibility to find out what material you missed. Class activities may occur during any class. These tasks 

will be graded as part of your in class assignment grade. If you arrive late or leave early, you will not get 

credit for these assignments. Missing several of these assignments will significantly affect your grade. 

 

Late Work: Student’s work will be “time and date stamped” in class when turned in OR when it is sent via 

email to Instructor. All late work will have a 10% reduction in points. Only late work accompanied by a 

medical slip will not receive the deduction. 

Student Time Expectation: In addition to participating in every meeting of this course, each student is expected 

to spend a minimum of 6 verifiable hours per week outside of class meeting times on the course subject matter, 

including reading chapters in text, writing reflections, finding and analyzing Psychological research articles, 

writing a Case study, etc. 
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Class Cancellation by Instructor: Notification of class cancellations will be posted CMN website. If no 

announcement/posting is made, students should remain for 10 minutes after class is scheduled to begin, and 

then leave. Students may also be notified by email or text in case of an emergency. 

Cell phones: All cell phones must be turned OFF during class. No calls or text messages allowed. You may 

be asked to leave the class. Texting during class is a form of disrespect. If there are special circumstances, 

notify the instructor in advance. 

Assessment of Student Learning: All Associate and Bachelor degree-seeking students are required to 

participate in various assessment activities. These assessments provide valuable information regarding 

progress in achieving CMN’s mission, general education objectives, and program outcomes. In addition, 

aggregate results from these assessments are used by administration, faculty, and staff to improve curriculum, 

instruction, and services for students. Further, these aggregate results may be reported to accrediting 

agencies. For more information regarding these assessments, contact the Assessment of Student Learning 

Coordinator. 

ADA Statement: Individuals who have any disability, either permanent or temporary, which might affect 

their ability to perform in this class, are encouraged to inform the Disability Counselor in the Office of 

Disability Services, Room 101. Adaptation of curriculum instruction or assessments may be made as required 

to provide for equitable participation. 

Course Evaluations: All students are encouraged to provide the instructor with suggestions or other forms of 

constructive feedback regarding the class. Student can do this informally by speaking with the instructor, 

either in class or by appointment, and if the instructor is unavailable, to then arrange an appointment with the 

Dean of Instruction. This can also be done formally by completing the evaluation form distributed at the end 

of the course. THIS IS DONE ON YOUR COMPUTER AT MID AND FINAL EXAM TIME. If a student has 

a concern, issue, or question, the student must take responsibility to approach the instructor in a timely 

manner. 

Class Cancellation Due to Inclement Weather or Building Closure: Closures resulting from severe weather 

conditions, natural disasters, or mechanical failure will be announced by the President or her designee. Campus 

closing will be announced on WTCH-AM 960, WTCH, WIXX as well as Fox11 and Channel 2 TV stations. 

When in doubt, call 715- 799-5600 for a recorded message. Notifications of class cancellations will be posted 

on campus. If no announcement/posting is made, student should remain for 10 minutes after class is scheduled 

to begin. 

Academic Conduct: Academic honesty is an absolute for the fulfillment of College of Menominee Nation 

mission and a guiding principle. Our students are proud of the work they do here and are committed to doing 

the best for their communities. Their grades, certificates, and degrees are their records of that work. These 

credentials are used by prospective employers to make hiring decisions, by transfer colleges, and by 

universities to make admissions decisions, by funding organizations to determine eligibility for scholarships 

and other financial aid, and by families and other community members to express their pride in our students’ 

accomplishments. Therefore, College of Menominee Nation cannot tolerate any form of academic dishonesty. 

See the Student Handbook for more information on “Academic Misconduct. 

Academic Alerts: The academic alert form is used as a student retention tool at the College of Menominee 

Nation. Instructors fill out forms to identify students at risk of not completing a course or identify problems. 

This type of early intervention increases the opportunity for student success. Academic alerts can be 

submitted at any time during the semester to the Dean of Student Services. The forms are given to the 

student’s advisor for follow-up. Follow-up comments are returned to the instructor. 

 

Computer Labs: Students using the computer lab must adhere to the College of Menominee Nation policy. 

Orientation for the computer lab is given during the first few weeks of each semester to help students get 



6 

 

familiar with the lab equipment. These sessions are held regularly at posted times. All students are strongly 

recommended to attend. See the Student Handbook for more information on “Computer Lab Policy.” 

College Library: There are assignments that are required that you will have to seek out information from the 

library. One assignment will require you to find a scholarly article. There are personnel in Keshena and Green 

Bay that can help you with this task. Scholarly articles may be available on line from the College Library’s 

website. 

Professional Assistance: There are people at both the Oneida/Green Bay Campus and Keshena Campus that 

can assist you in writing, reading and math skills, in addition they can help with time management, 

organization and general study skills. I encourage you to use these services to get the best grade possible. 

Email: Students are responsible for frequently checking their CMN e-mail account. Class 

cancellations, weekly reminders, and general information, will be communicated via e-mail. 

 

Incomplete Policy: the student to the instructor must initiate Requests for a grade of “incomplete”. Students 

may only request if at least 75% of course requirements have been met. 

 

I pledge to do my part. I will: 

• Stay abreast of the latest ideas in my field. 

• Teach you what I believe you need to know, with all the enthusiasm I possess. 

• Invite your comments and questions and respond constructively. 

• Make myself available to you outside of class (within reason). 

• Evaluate your work carefully and return it promptly with feedback. 

• Be as fair, respectful, and understanding as I can humanly be. 

• If you need help beyond the scope of this course, I will do my best to provide it or see that you get it. 

 

In return, I expect you to: 

• Show up for class each day or let me know (preferably in advance) if you have some good reason to be 

absent. 

• Do your reading and other assignments outside of class and be prepared for each class meeting. You will be 

given 5 minutes at the beginning of class to write up a summary of what you have read and then we will spend 

time in class discussing your learning.  

• Focus during class on the work we’re doing and not on extraneous matters (like whoever or whatever is on 

your phone at the moment). 

• Participate in class discussions; share your ideas and connections. 

• Be respectful of your fellow students and their points of view. 

• In short, I expect you to devote as much effort to learning as I devote to teaching. 

 

**What you get out of this relationship is that you’ll be better equipped to succeed in this and other college 

courses, work-related assignments, and life in general.  

 

Course Schedule/Semester Calendar: Course schedule subject to change based on the needs of the class.     
Week Learning Outcomes Homework 

Week one 

August 23 

Introduction to course 

 
 

Opening Activity: Write down everything you think we are going to learn 

this semester on infancy and early childhood based on the course 

description.  

 
Class Activity:  Concept Map  

 

Opening exercises to build interest in the course, 

getting to know you, review syllabi and class 
expectations  

 

Discussion Board:  

Take a moment to close your eyes and visualize an 

environment from your childhood that evoked 
positive emotions. Remember how you felt when 

you spent time there. Think of the sounds, smells, 

and experiences in this place. Write a list of 



7 

 

Closing Activity:  After reviewing the course syllabus please spend 5 

minutes writing about the three things that you are most excited to learn 
this semester as well as something I didn’t cover but you’re still wanting to 

learn about?  

descriptive words that capture the essence of this 

environment and place in the discussion board.  
 

Read:   

Chapter 1 – Understanding the Importance of the 

Environment 

Week two 
August 30 

Chapter 1:  

• Explain why the environment is important to children’s 
learning 

• Explain the importance of play-based learning 

• Describe how an effective environment supports 
developmentally appropriate principles 

• Explain how behavioral issues can be reduced through 

environmental design 

• How do major theorists and early childhood approaches 

confirm the importance of the environment 

• Describe the role of the teacher in creating effective learning 

environment 

•  

Opening Activity: Spend 10 minutes writing about the importance of 

environment and play based learning on infants and young children.  

 
Class Activity: Open-ended questions; Scaffolding Learning 

 

Practice: Developmental Appropriate Principles Practice – Practice 

defining what each environment might look like with the 7 

Developmentally Appropriate Principles  
 

Closing Activity: Write down your muddiest point(s) on the theorists and 

their approach on early childhood and the importance of the environment 

on infancy and early childhood.  

 
Assignment: Analysis of Montessori, High Scope and Reggio Emilia 

curriculum 

 

 
 

Discussion Board:  

Watch the video to learn more about early brain 

development.  https://www.youtube.com/ 

watch?v=VNNsN9IJkws 
How does experience shape brain development? 

(Chapter 1) 

 

 

Read:  
Chapter 2: Establishing an Emotionally Supportive 

and Equitable Environment 

 

Week three 

September 6 
 

Chapter 2:  

• What is the importance of supportive relationships? 

• Define an emotionally supportive, equitable environment using 

the Circle of Courage Framework 

• Describe the foundations of an emotionally supportive and 

equitable environment 

• What is the teacher’s role in supporting the Circle of Courage? 

 
Opening Activity:  Review of the muddiest point and share with a peer any 

lingering questions you might have. 

.   

Class Activity: Discussion of Culture, How can you create  

 
Practice:  Practice in observing.   

 

Closing Activity: Please take the short quiz on creating an emotionally 

supportive and equitable environment.   

 
Assignment: Analysis of Explore Stereotypes video 

 

Discussion Board:  Last week we talked about the 
importance of play based learning.  Write a one-

page letter to parents describing why 

developmentally appropriate practices and learning 

through play are important in early childhood 

programs. (Chapter 1) 
 

Read:   

Chapter 3: Establishing a Context for Learning  

 

Chapter 4: Planning a Play Based Curriculum 

Week four 

September 13 

Chapter 3 and 4: 

• What are the elements of an effective schedule? 

• What are the steps needed to develop effective transitions? 

• What must be included when planning effective routines? 

• Explain what early childhood curriculum is and the reasons 

why teachers write curriculum plans. 

• Describe the eight steps in developing effective curriculum 

• What elements must be included when developing a plan for 

learning?  

 

Opening Activity: Meet with two of your peers and come up with a list of 

ways in which you can create an emotionally supportive and equitable 
early childhood environment.  Be prepared to share with your classmates.  

 

Class Activities: Transition Scenarios; Critique a schedule 

Diapering (guidelines); Aesthetic, healthy bathrooms; Napping 

 
Practice: Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs Practice – Matching levels with 

needs and giving examples 

 

Discussion Board: Watch the video at 

https://www.youtube.com/ 
watch?v=vnH4Ijen7OI&ind 

ex=6&list=PLyizHCAockpo 

WzLf4kDaq3BirJXl5mEpRh to learn more about 

play.  How is the value of play supported by 

research?  (Chapter 1) 
 

 

Read:   

Chapter 5  -- Arranging and Effective Environment 

 
Chapter 6 – Design Considerations 
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Closing Activity: Create and draw a picture, which includes the eight steps 
needed to develop effective curriculum.  

 

Assignment: Critique a schedule 

 

Week five 
September 20 

Chapter 5 and 6:  

• Describe what makes a high-quality learning center. 

• What must you take into consideration when developing 

effective room arrangements and floor plans for different age 
groups? 

• What must be included when developing appropriate bathroom, 

diaper changing stations, and sleeping areas? 

• Describe appropriate furniture and storage. 

• Describe how to achieve an aesthetically pleasing, homelike 

environment. 

• Explain how design elements help to achieve design outcomes. 

• Describe how to improve air quality, reduce pesticides, 

decrease crowding, and limit noise, and describe why this is 

necessary. 

 

Opening Activity: Create a concept map that outlines all the considerations 
that must be taken when designing effective room arrangements for the 

following areas:  bathroom/changing, furniture/storage, crowding/noise, 

and for ages Birth – 2 years and 3 – 5 years.  

 

Class Activities: Explain what early childhood curriculum is and the 
reasons why teachers write curriculum Plans share and compare with a 

peer.  Critique a Room arrangement; Examine design elements; Critique a 

Wall 

 

Closing Activity: If the sky were the limit write down all the Learning 
centers you would want to include in your early childhood center and why 

you think that center would be important.  Be prepared to share we will be 

creating a collaborative class list 

 

Assignment: Defend the Use of Learning Centers 
 

 
Discussion Board:   

Think about your own culture. How has your culture 

influenced your values (e.g., what constitutes 

mealtime—is it different on weekends, and what is 

everyone’s role in preparation, serving, and cleaning 
up) and beliefs (e.g., the role of children, the role of 

adults, how people should express emotions, and 

your goals)? (Chapter 2) 

 

Assignment: 

 

Read: Chapter 7 – Developing Dramatic Play 

Centers  

 

Week six 

September 27 

Chapter 7:  

• Describe the development of play skills 

• How does dramatic play centers enhance children’s 

development? 

• Describe multiple ways that teachers facilitate learning in the 

dramatic play center 

 

Opening Activity:  Write everything you know about how children develop 
play skills?   

 

Class Activity: Creating a Print Rich Environment; Design a literacy center 

 

Practice: Practice creating an effective schedule including transition times 
and activities.  

 

Closing Activity: Meet with your peers and identify 4 ways in which 

children develop play skills and then list the ways in which you can 

facilitate that learning in a dramatic play center.   
 

Assignment: Book Critique 

 

Discussion Board: 

Develop a list of finger plays, songs, and activities 

that you can use for transitions. Share your 
documents in the discussion board and we will 

compile a booklet of transition ideas.  When you’re 

completing your observation hours take note of the 

teachers use of transitions and use the tips listed on 

pages 63-65 (Chapter 3).  
 

Read:   

 

Chapter 8 – Developing Manipulative and Sensory 

Centers   
 

Chapter 15 – Integrating Technology 

Manipulative, sensory, and technology center 

presentation 
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Week seven 

October 4 
 

 

Chapter 8 and 15: 

• How does the manipulative center enhance children’s 

development? 

• How do manipulative activities vary based upon the children’s 

age and development? 

• Describe multiple ways that teachers facilitate learning in the 
manipulative center. 

• Describe multiple ways that teachers facilitate learning in the 

sensory center. 

• How does technology enhance children’s development? 

• What criteria must be used to effectively use technology in the 

classroom? 

• What are multiple ways can technology be used in the 

classroom to enhance the curriculum? 

• How do teachers facilitate learning through technology? 

 

Opening Activity: One minute Thesis  - Connections between centers and 

child development theories and environment.  

 
Class Activities: Common items as manipulative materials; Goop; Using 

the Internet to support a topic of study. 

 

Assignment: Is it necessary to provide beautiful materials? 

 

 

Dramatic play center presentations 

 

Discussion Board:  

There are eight steps that teachers use when 

developing plans for learning.  Reflect on the eight 

steps and select three steps that you want to know 
more about, read and research and then spend a few 

minutes sharing with your classmates what you 

learned.  (Chapter 4) 

 

 
Read:  

 

Chapter 9 – Developing Block and Building Centers 

 

 

Week eight 

October 11 

 

 

• Describe the history and stages of block building 

• How does the block and building center enhance children’s 
development? 

• How do you differentiate your block centers for different age 

groups? 

• How can you as a teacher facilitate learning in the block and 

building center? 

 

 

Class Activities: Explain how technology activities vary based upon 
children’s age and development and pair and share with a partner. Teacher 

facilitation of Science; Introducing Math  

 

Practice: Practice in defining first four steps in the eight steps required 

when creating effective curriculum (long term outcomes, assessment, long-
term goals, and curriculum approach) – and putting them into practice.   

 

Manipulative; appropriate math manipulative. 

Assignment: Intellectual Kits 

 
 

 

Manipulative, sensory, and technology centers 

presentations 

 
Discussion Board:   

Throughout the book there has been an emphasis on 
using beautiful aesthetic materials. In this chapter 

there is a quote from Seldin and Wolff that refers to 

the Montessori philosophy. The materials that are 

used for practical life in Montessori programs would 

often be used on manipulative shelves in other 
programs.  “In selecting trays, pitchers, and other 

utensils for Practical Life exercise, look for the most 

attractive materials that you can find and afford. 

Design activities that will draw the child’s interest 

and create a prepared environment that is 
harmonious and beautiful. If possible, avoid using 

plastic pitchers, bowls, trays, and other 

materials…Children respond to the beauty of word, 

glass, silver, brass, and similar natural materials.”  

Do you agree with the quote?  What are the 
advantages of using beautiful, natural materials? 

What might be the disadvantages?”  Can you 

brainstorm sources of beautiful, yet inexpensive 

materials?   

 
Read:  

Chapter 10: Developing Literacy Centers 
Week nine 

October 18 

Chapter 10: 

• What are the stages of literacy development? 

• How does the literacy center enhance children’s development? 

• How do teachers facilitate learning in the literacy center? 
 

 

Class Activities: Critique a sample of books found in an early childhood 

environment. Do they meet the standards for high-quality literature found 

in figure 10.2 (pg. 206?) 
 

Practice: Practice in defining second four steps in the effective curriculum 

process (context for learning, lesson plans, assessment, revision of long-

term outcomes)  

 
Assignment: Block Building defense 

 

 

Block and building center presentations 

 

Discussion Board: What are some strategies and 

important areas to include when designing a literacy 
center?  Why is literacy so important in early 

childhood development? 

 

Read: 

 

Chapter 11: Developing Science Centers 

 

Chapter 12:  Developing Math Centers 

 

 
 

Week ten 

October 25 

Chapter 11: 

• Describe the multiple ways that the math center enhances 

children’s development 

• How do you differentiate your block centers for different age 

groups? 

Literacy center presentations 

 

 
 

Read:   
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• How do teacher’s facilitate learning in the math center 

Chapter 12:  

• Describe how children learn scientific concepts and the ways in 

which science centers enhance this development. 

• What are the necessary components of creating a 

developmentally appropriate learning center? 

• How do teachers facilitate learning in thee science center? 

 
 

Class Activities: Explain how to design math and science centers and 

activities for different ages and give an explanation why it is important to 

differentiate your activities.   Block building critique; Enhancing learning 

through adding appropriate materials 
 

Class Activities: Critique a dramatic plan episode; examine prop box 

 

Practice: Practice in developing effective room arrangements with 

accompanying justification.  
 

Assignment: Design a prop box 

 

 

Chapter 13: Developing Visual Art Centers 
 

Chapter 14: Developing Music and Dance Centers 

Week eleven 

November 1 

Chapter 13: 

• What are the approaches to and stages of art development? 

• What are the multiple ways that the art center enhances 

children’s development? 

• What are the important components of designing effective art 

centers for both indoors and outdoors? 

• How do teachers facilitate learning in the art center? 
Chapter 14:  

• Describe the development of music and dance skills 

• What are the multiple ways that the music and dance centers 
enhances children’s development? 

• What are some learning center materials and activities that are 

needed or can be created that are developmentally appropriate 

and that assists children in meeting music and dance standards? 

• How do teachers facilitate learning in the music and dance 

center?  

 

 
Class Activities: Analyzing/discussing children’s art; Patterned verses art 

as inquiry methods 

 

Assignment: How items in music center can be developed 

 

Science and math center presentations 

 
 

Read  

Chapter 16:  Special Interest Centers 

Chapter 17:  Creating Outdoor Environments 

 
 

 

Week twelve 

November 8 

Chapter 16 

• What is the value of developing physical or fitness centers and 

how do you go about it? 

• What is the value of creating puppetry centers and how do you 

go about it? 

• What is the value of creating cooking and snack centers and 

how do you go about it? 

• What is the value of creating woodworking and carpentry 

centers and how do you go about it? 

 

Chapter 17 

• What is the value of children having the right to play outdoors? 

• What are the disadvantages and disadvantages of different types 

of playgrounds?? 

• How do you go about designing outdoor environments for 
different age groups? 

• How do teachers facilitate learning in the outdoor environment?  

 

 

Opening Activity: Minute Thesis -- Connections between centers and child 

development theories and environment.  

 
Practice: Practice in design considerations when creating an appropriate 

environment.   

 

Class Activities: Design a playground 

 
 

Special Interest Centers 

Art and music center presentations 

 

 

Read: 

Chapter 18: Creating Spaces for Families and 
Teachers 
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Set up a one-portion recipe such as the one found on page 350 of the 

textbook.   

Week thirteen 

November 15 

 

Chapter 18:  

• What is the value and ways of engaging families in their child’s 

development and learning? 

• How does environmental design assist in meeting the needs of 

families? 

• Describe early childhood staff burnout. 

• How does environmental design assist in meeting the needs of 

staff?  

 

Opening Activity: Early childhood providers are particularly vulnerable to 

burnout. Brainstorm a list of relaxing activities that a teacher might be able 
to complete in 10 – 15 minutes during a scheduled break.  

 

Class Activities: Design a playground 

 

Outdoor center presentation 

Special Interest Centers Presentations 

 

DUE: Observation of a child, birth to age Three 

Week fourteen 
November 15 

 

 
Opening Activity:  What centers do you feel most passionate about and 

feel that you could easily plan?  What centers do you feel like you need 

more information or direction on?   

 

Practice: Practice in designing methods to engage families in their child’s 
development and learning. Activity design.  

 

Spaces for families and teachers 

 

Class Activity: Role play a family/staff dilemma 
 

 
 

Read:   

 

Chapter 19 – Meeting Environmental Challenges 

Week  

November 22, 2017 

 

Happy Thanksgiving – No In – Person Class – Complete Online Work 

 

Week fifteen 

November 29 

Chapter 19 

• What are ways to create centers in small spaces? 

• How can you obtain materials on a limited budget? 

• How do you develop a childcare in your home that meets the 

needs of both the family and the children in the childcare? 

• What are some techniques for sharing space between programs? 

 

Meeting Environmental Challenges 

 

Class Activities: Supporting Project Work; Designing a program on a 
budget 

 

Assignment: One-portion recipe 

 

Assignment: design a supply budget 
 

DUE: Observation of a child, ages 3 to 6  

 

Present learning from two Observations 

 

 

DUE: Observation of a child, ages 3 to 6  

 

Week Sixteen 

December 6 

Culmination Overview 

  

FINAL EXAM  

 
Instructor Evaluation 

 

 

 

The above information and/or calendar in this course are subject to change.  If change is required, the 

change will be in writing and provided to each student. 
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