
COLLEGE OF MENOMINEE NATION

MISSION STATEMENT OF COLLEGE OF MENOMINEE NATION

As a Land Grant institution of higher education chartered by the Menominee People, the College of Menominee

Nation infuses learning with American Indian culture and prepares students for leadership, careers, and

advanced studies in a multicultural world. The College commits to research and promotion, perpetuation, and

nurturance of American Indian language and scholarship.

Course Name:  Infancy and Early Childhood  
Course # & Section: EDU 236-01
Number of Credits: 3
Semester and year:  Fall 2019
Class Time: 4:00—6:50 PM
Class Days: Monday and Wednesday
Room Number: SD 22?
Instructor: 
Phone: (715) 524-2134 Ext. 5112,5111
Email:  slezewsks@shawanoschools.com
                                            springt@shawanoschools.com
Office Location: SD021B    
Office Hours:  Monday/Wednesday or by appointment

Catalog Course Description:  Concepts and current research findings applied to the study of the 
typical course of growth and development of children from conception through early years within the 
context of the family and society.

Introduction to EDU 236 – Infancy and Early Childhood:
In the life of humans there is no other developmental period that is of utmost critical importance than 
infancy and early childhood. Infancy and early childhood development is a critical stage of 
development that forms a foundation for the future learning and well-being of all children. Whether or 
not you intend to pursue a CDA, an Associate’s Degree, or a Bachelor’s degree or you are a 
auntie/uncle, parent, or grandparent understanding the growth and development of children from 
conception - birth – 8 will have a profound impact on how you teach, parent, grandparent, or interact 
with young children. I invite you to join me in learning more about the typical growth of young children 
and why it’s important to provide many language and learning opportunities for their development. In 
addition, you will learn about the role of developmental theory and the importance of curriculum on 
child learning. 

Required Texts: 

Beaver, N., Wyatt, S., Jackman, H. (2017). Early Education Curriculum: A Child’s Connection to the 
World. 7th edition.  Cengage.   ISBN: 978-1305960633

Wisconsin Model Early Learning Standards. 2013 edition. WI Department of Public Instruction
ISBN: 978-1-57337-159-9

CMN General Education Objectives:
1. Analytical Abilities/Critical Thinking/Level 3
2. Analytical Abilities/Problem Solving/Level 4



3. Culture and History/Own Traditions and Culture/Level 4
4. Culture and History/Global Diversity/Level 4
5. Communication/Written/Level 4

Program Outcomes:    
1. Articulate the influences of family, culture, and community on children's development and 

learning.
2. Contribute to environments that are healthy, respectful, challenging, and supportive of cultures 

for all children.
3. Demonstrate the importance of establishing positive relationships with peers and all students.
4. Demonstrate knowledge of current educational theories and concepts.

Course Learning Outcomes: By the end of the semester, students will be able to:
1. Identify the role of developmental theory in facilitating the course of development
2. Discuss the relationship between development and family structures and interactions
3. Discuss the relationship between development and planning
4. Compare typical and atypical development
5. Recite factors that may put children at risk for developmental delays
6. Find/review research related to course content 
7. Recite various theories of child development

Assessment Activities & Methods:  

1. Observation Assignment (2 observations x 15 pts)   = 30
2. Weekly Assignments Journal entry (7 assignments x 10) = 70
3. Class Participation/Daily Activities (15 classes x 5) = 75
4. Daily Assignments: Individual lesson plan to share with peers (10 = pts) = 90
5. Final Project = 100 10 Themed Center design and presentation (see page 73)

Observation Assignment:
The observation assignment is designed to help you place developmental information into context. 
You will observe your own children, your relatives or friend’s children, or possibly a child from the 
childcare or head start where you may be employed. Your direct interaction with the child must be a 
very minimum amount of time during the observation; typically there will be no direct interaction 
with the child.  Do not lead the child in a lesson or an activity.  Your sole responsibility is to observe 
the child. Depending on the situation, you may need to obtain permission to observe. Explain that the 
observation is part of your college course. Your observations must be as objective, specific, and non-
biased as possible. Your activity will consist of the following part for each assignment:

1. Two observations will be conducted
2. One observation must be on a child who is birth-3 years of age while the other observation 

must be on a child who is 3-6 years of age. 
3. Determine location of your observation. 
4. Date and time of day of the observation. 
5. Age, sex, and any special characteristics of the child. Do not include the child’s name. Specify 

if there are other children/adults around, the number of other people, and approximately ages 
of the other children. 

6. Length of observation in minutes (must be at least 15 minutes). 
7. Anecdotal Record:  Document a careful record of your observation with notes describing the 



incidents, activities, and settings. Detail what the child actually does; what activities does the 
child involve himself/herself in, and what the child says. Capture as many details as possible. 
Again be as objective as possible. Do not interpret actions or give them emotional labels such 
as the child appears for example sad, angry, happy, or confused.

8. Write up a conclusion paper for each observation. You will use the Wisconsin Model Early 
Learning Standards of Head Start Learning Standards to assist in completion of your reflection.
The reflection should include:

o Your impressions of the observation, your feelings about how it felt to observe without 

interacting with the child, etc. 
o Summary of the child’s development compared to other children their age. Is their 

development on track as shown in the WMELS? EXPLAIN your response. This will be 
the longest and most detailed part of your paper. 

o You may turn the assignment in earlier than the due dates provided. Points will be 

deducted if instructions are not followed including observations turned in after the due 
dates unless you have contacted me and I have given you permission to turn in the 
assignment late. Please type in complete sentences—do not use bullets in a list format. 
The paper must be a minimum of 2 full pages in length, Times New Roman 12 font, and
double spaced with 1” margins.

9. A completed developmental observation worksheet must accompany each conclusion paper. 
See observation checklist at the end of the syllabus. 

**+Themed Center Design and Presentations:
Students will choose a theme and will plan developmentally appropriate activities for each center to 
include the following nine learning experiences (activities) from each of the following curricular 
areas:

● Science/Sensory

● Language and Literacy

● Creative Arts

● Fine motor (please choose and indoor activity)

● Gross motor (please choose and outdoor activity)

● Self-Concept

● Emotional Skills/Regulation

● Social Skills

● Mathematics

 For each experience, indicate age group and list the intended goals, materials and process/teaching 
strategies. For each activity, discuss why it is developmentally appropriate for that age group.  A list 
of all activities, materials/supplies and their use will be developed and given to fellow students. You 
will then present your themed center presentation to your classmates.  Your presentation needs to 
justify your choices in relation to current educational theories, concepts, and developmental 
standards.  Make sure to see the week your chosen center presentation will be conducted.  

Attendance and Class Participation:  You are expected to attend all class sessions.  If you have
extraordinary circumstances that require you to be absent from class, you are still  responsible in
learning the material covered during class. Students are expected to pay attention and participate in
class  meetings.  Students  are  expected  to  exhibit  respectful  behavior  to  other  students  and  the
instructor. All Students have the right and privilege to learn in the class, free from harassment and
disruption. You cannot make up in class work that was done during missed classes. 

Weekly Assignments: After each class you will be assigned a short assignment that will require you 



to create, think, search, analyze, and respond.  These assignments will not be too challenging; 
however, will require you to apply what you’re learning in class. The following weekly assignments 
meet the CDA requirements:

● +A sample of a weekly plan that includes goals for children’s learning and development, brief 
descriptions of planned learning experiences, and also accommodations for children with 
special needs (whether for children you currently serve or may serve in the future). Indicate the
age group (s) for which the plan is intended (please use the CMN Lesson Plan format.

● +A list of two or three early childhood associations (national, regional, state, or local), 
including website addresses, describing the professional resources and membership 
opportunities they each offer.

Weekly Assignment in class:(Journal)  Discussion prompts will be given.  You will be required to 
respond to all prompts as well as respond to at least one peer for each week.  

Final:   Students will present a themed lesson plan including all 9 learning centers

+CDA:
Many of you are taking this course as it is a requirement to obtain the Childhood Development 
Associates (CDA) Credential for your place of employment.  You are encouraged to use a binder to 
begin organizing your professional portfolio as a means of keeping your “resource collection” (RC) 
organized and readily usable. The following assignments demonstrate the proficiency for one of the 8 
CDA Subject Areas for this class and can be used as a part of your professional portfolio (RC I-3, 
RC II, RC VI-2). In addition, you are encouraged to write a reflective statement of competence for 
each of the six CDA Competency Standards. A description of The Reflective Statements of 
Competence can be found on pages 17 – 20 in “The Child Development Associate National 
Credentialing Program and CDA Competency Standards” book. 

RC I-3: A sample of your weekly plan that includes goals for children’s learning and development, 
brief descriptions of planned learning experiences, and also accommodations for children with special
needs (whether for children you currently serve or may serve in the future). Indicate the age group (s)
for which the plan is intended. 

Reflective Statement - Competency Statement I: (To establish and maintain a safe, healthy 
learning environment)

Begin your reflective statement about this Competency Standard with a paragraph describing how 
your teaching practices meet this Standard.

CS I c Reflect on your weekly plan.  How does this plan reflect your philosophy of what young 
children need to do on a weekly basis?  If the plan was not designed by you, what do 
you see as its strengths and/or what would you change?  (For infant and toddler CDA: 
Describe how you would adapt this weekly plan or use with the three age groups (young
infants, mobile infants and toddlers). 

RC II:  Nine learning Experiences (activities), written in your own words, including one from each 
of the following curricular areas:

● RCII-1Science/Sensory

● RCII-2Language and Literacy

● RCII-3 Creative Arts

● RCII-4 Fine motor (please choose and indoor activity)



● RCII-5Gross motor (please choose and outdoor activity)

● RCII-6Self-Concept

● RCII-7Emotional Skills/Regulation

● RCII-8Social Skills

● RCII-9Mathematics
** For each experience, indicate age group and list the intended goals, materials and 
process/teaching strategies. For each activity, discuss why it is developmentally appropriate for that 
age group. 

Reflective Statement - Competency Standard II:  (To advance physical and intellectual 
competence)

Begin this Reflective Statement about this Competency Standard with a paragraph descriing how 
your teaching practices meet this Standard. 

CS II a Pick one of the nine learning experiences you chose for your Resource Collection 
(RCII). How does this experience reflect your philosophy of how to support young 
children’s physical development? 

CS II b Pick another one of the nine learning experiences you chose for your Resource 
Collection (RCII). How does this experience reflect your philosophy of how to support 
young children’s cognitive development? 

CS II c Pick a third learning experience you chose for your Resource Collection (RCII).  How 
does this experience reflect your philosophy of how to support young children’s creative 
development? 

CS II d In an additional paragraph, describe ways to promote the communication/language 
development among all children, including dual language learners. 

RC VI-2:   A list of two or three early childhood associations (national, regional, state, or local), 
including website addresses, describing the professional resources and membership opportunities 
they each offer.

Program Outcome Artifact: 

For assessment of your program of study, CMN collects assessments and reflections from each of 
your program emphasis courses that best demonstrate the program outcomes—knowledge, skills, 
and attitudes—required in your program of study. These program outcomes are essential to your 
preparation for further study and/or your profession.

The assessment for this course is your **Themed Center Presentation.  Upon completion of your 
assessment you will be asked to write a reflection based on your learning and email both the 
assessment and reflection to me saved using the following naming conventions.

For artifact: Term_ Student last name_ first name_ Course Number_ Artifact

For reflection: Term_ Student last name_ first name_ Course Number_ Reflection



Term: Fall – FA, Spring - SP, Summer– SU

Themed 
Center 
Presentation

Creates a 
presentation that 
justifies their choices
in relation to current 
educational theories, 
concepts, and 
developmental 
standards.

Creates a 
presentation that 
applies their choices 
in relation to current 
educational theories, 
concepts, and/or 
developmental 
standards 

Creates a 
presentation that 
explains their choices
in relation to current 
educational theories, 
concepts, and/or 
developmental 
standards. 

Fails to 
create an 
themed center 
presentation. 
 

Grading Policy: 
Grades will be assigned for the course based on the following percentages:
A total course grade is tabulated across all course activities using percentages.  
      95-100% = A        
      90-94.9% = AB         
      85-89.9% = B         
      80-84.9% = BC 
      75-79.9% = C 
      70-74.9% = CD  
      65-69.9% = D 
       0-64.9% = F            

Midterm Grades:
Midterm Grades:
The College of Menominee Nation determined that it is in the students’ best interest to provide interim grades 
during the semester so students may gauge their progress in a course. The Midterm grades will not be 
reflected in your transcript. Midterm grades will not necessarily be your final grade. They are based upon the 
percentage of graded work at the time midterm grades are due. Final grades are based upon the final tally of 
graded work. Grades are not mailed; they are available to students on the EMPOWER management system.

Attendance Policy
You are expected to be here for every class session. This is a participatory class; you earn 5 pts for each 
class. If you have extraordinary circumstances that require your absence from class, you are still responsible
to know and understand the material covered during class.  Failure to hand in major assignments on or 
before the due date and time will result in a failed grade for missed assignment regardless of whether you 
were absent or not.

Class Participation   
You will be given assignments or the opportunity to participate in activities in and out of class on a regular 
basis. Some of the activities will involve group work and some will be done individually. These assignments will
be based on the information in the text and will serve to reinforce course concepts. Therefore, attending every 
class session is required.

Late work
The disposition of answerability/accountability is essential for a teacher candidate. It is the 
responsibility of the teacher candidate to consult with the instructor on the due date for late work and 
grading consequences. (Teacher candidates must maintain a minimum of a B- in the teacher 
education core courses to be admitted into student teaching). In the case of late final assignments, 



the student must request an incomplete and complete the assignment and request a grade change.
  
Classroom Conduct
Please turn cell phones off and put them away during class.  No cell phones will be allowed on tables 
during class. Please let me know if you have exceptional circumstances that require you to have your 
phone turned on during class.

Class Cancellation by Instructor: 
Notification of class cancellations will be posted on campus.  If no announcement/posting is made, 
students should remain for 10 minutes after class is scheduled to begin.

Cell Phones and Computers:
All cell phones must be turned to vibrate during class.  Calls and/or text messages should be 
reserved for emergencies.  Texting during class is a form of disrespect. If there are special 
circumstances, notify the instructor in advance. 

College of Menominee Nation Policies:

Student Time Expectation
In addition to participating in every meeting of this course, each student is expected to spend a 
minimum of 6 verifiable hours per week outside of class meeting times on the course subject matter, 
including text readings, writing lesson plans, writing reflections.

Assessment of Student Learning:
All Associate and Bachelor degree-seeking students are required to participate in various assessment
activities. These assessments provide valuable information regarding progress in achieving CMN’s 
mission, general education objectives, and program outcomes. In addition, aggregate results from 
these assessments are used by administration, faculty, and staff to improve curriculum, instruction, 
and services for students. Further, these aggregate results may be reported to accrediting agencies. 
For more information regarding these assessments, contact the Assessment of Student Learning 
Coordinator.

ADA Statement:    
Individuals who have any disability, either permanent or temporary, which might affect their ability to 
perform in this class, are encouraged to inform the Disability Counselor in the Office of Disability 
Services, Room 101.  Adaptation of curriculum, instruction, or assessments may be made as required
to provide for equitable participation.

Course Evaluations:
All students are encouraged to provide the instructor with suggestions or other forms of constructive 
feedback regarding the class.  Students can do this informally by speaking with the instructor, either 
in class or by appointment, and if the instructor is unavailable, can arrange an appointment with the 
Dean of Instruction.  This can also be done formally by completing the evaluation form distributed at 
mid-semester and again at the end of the course.  If a student has a concern, issue, or question, the 
student must take responsibility to approach the instructor in a timely manner.

Class Cancellation Due to Inclement Weather or Building Closure: 
Closures resulting from severe weather conditions, natural disasters, or mechanical failure will be 
announced by the President or her designee.  Campus closing will be announced on WTCH-AM 960, 
WTCH, WIXX as well as Fox11 and Channel 2 TV stations.  When in doubt, call 715-799-5600 for a 
recorded message.  Notifications of class cancellations will be posted on campus.  If no 



announcement/posting is made, student should remain for 10 minutes after class is scheduled to 
begin.  

Academic Alerts:  
The academic alert form is used as a student retention tool at the College of Menominee Nation.  
Instructors fill out forms to identify students at risk of not completing a course or identify problems.  
This type of early intervention increases the opportunity for student success.

Academic Conduct: 
Academic honesty is an absolute for the fulfillment of College of Menominee Nation mission and 
guiding principles.  Our students are proud of the work they do here and are committed to doing the 
best for their communities.  Their grades, certificates, and degrees are their record of that work.  
These are used by prospective employers to make hiring decisions, by transfer colleges and 
universities to make admissions decisions, by funding organizations to determine eligibility for 
scholarships and other financial aid, and, most importantly, by family and other community members 
to express their pride in our students’ accomplishments.  Therefore, College of Menominee Nation will
not tolerate any form of academic dishonesty.  See the Student Handbook for more information on 
“Academic Misconduct.”

Academic Alerts:  
The academic alert form is used as a student retention tool at the College of Menominee Nation.  
Instructors fill out forms to identify students at risk of not completing a course or identify problems.  
This type of early intervention increases the opportunity for student success.

Academic alerts can be submitted at any time during the semester to Student Services.  The forms 
are given to the student’s advisor for follow-up.  Follow-up comments are returned to the instructor.  

Computer Labs: 
Students using the computer lab must adhere to the College of Menominee Nation policy.  Orientation
for the computer lab is given during the first few weeks of each semester to help students get familiar 
with the lab equipment.  These sessions are held regularly at posted times.  All students are strongly 
recommended to attend.  See the Student Handbook for more information on “Computer Lab Policy.”

Incomplete Policy: 
Requests for a grade of “incomplete” must be initiated by the student to the instructor.  Students may 
only request if at least 75% of course requirements have been met.

Cell Phones, Pagers, Electronic Devices, etc.:  All electronics should be turned OFF during class. No calls 
or text messages allowed. If there are special circumstances, notify the instructor in advance. Texting during 
class is a form of disrespect.

College Library: 
There are assignments that are required that you will have to seek out information from the library. 
One assignment will require you to find a scholarly article. There are personnel in Keshena and 
Green Bay that can help you with this task. Scholarly articles may be available on line from the 
College Library’s website.

Professional Assistance: 
There are people at both the Oneida/Green Bay Campus and Keshena Campus that can assist you in
writing, reading and math skills, in addition they can help with time management, organization and 
general study skills. I encourage you to use these services to get the best grade possible.



Email:
Students are responsible for frequently checking their CMN e-mail account. Class cancellations, 
weekly reminders, and general information will be communicated via e-mail.

I pledge to do my part. I will:
• Stay abreast of the latest ideas in my field.
• Teach you what I believe you need to know, with all the enthusiasm I possess.
• Invite your comments and questions and respond constructively.
• Make myself available to you outside of class (within reason).
• Evaluate your work carefully and return it promptly with feedback.
• Be as fair, respectful, and understanding as I can humanly be.
• If you need help beyond the scope of this course, I will do my best to provide it or see that you get it.

In return, I expect you to:
• Show up for class each day or let me know (preferably in advance) if you have some good reason 

to be absent.
• Do your reading and other assignments outside of class and be prepared for each class meeting. 

You will be given 5 minutes at the beginning of class to write up a summary of what you have read 
and then we will spend time in class discussing your learning. 

• Focus during class on the work we’re doing and not on extraneous matters (like whoever or 
whatever is on your phone at the moment).

• Participate in class discussions; share your ideas and connections.
• Be respectful of your fellow students and their points of view.
• In short, I expect you to devote as much effort to learning as I devote to teaching.

Important Dates to Remember:
Item/Activity Date Action Needed

Last day to add/drop August 23 Paperwork due to Registrar

Last day to charge books August 30 Student CMN accounts
Labor Day September 2 No classes
Midterm grades September 18 Instructor post on Empower

Last day to withdraw (8-week courses) September 27 Paperwork due to Registrar

Final evaluations Distributed October 1 
Due October 14

Student complete on 
Empower

Final grades October 14 Instructor post on Empower

The above information and/or calendar in this course are subject to change.  If change is required, the 

change will be in writing and provided to each student.



Discussion/Participation Rubric –Weekly - 10 points

Your participation is expected and required. Class participation is awarded based on in- class 

assignments, activities and your contribution to class discussion. You are responsible for doing the 

reading in advance of class, and taking an active role in class activities and discussion. Your 

participation will require critical thinking, active learning, and development of listening and speaking

skills; processes that are needed for leadership as well as career success. Discussion/Participation 

Rubric – In-class weekly participatory points and activities cannot be made up.

10-8 Points - Outstanding Participation.

Contributions reflect careful and thorough preparation of assigned material. Student offers 

substantive insights and spurs on discussion productively with new ideas/modes of analysis. Student 

supports comments and opinions with specific reference to the assigned reading. Student articulates 

ideas persuasively. Student listens to the comments of others, engaging carefully and thoughtfully 

with them, even when opinions differ. Assignments are complete – Student arrives on-time

7-6   Points - Good Participation.

Contributions in class reflect preparation of the assignment, but may suggest that either the student 

has prepared only one portion in-depth or instead has read the assignment more quickly. Student 

offers substantive insights, but rarely moves the discussion forward with new ideas. Student often 

supports his/her opinions with reference to the assigned reading, but at times the references may be 

more general than specific. Student listens to the comments of others, even when opinions differ. 

Arrives on time – Partial submission of assignments

5-4 Points - Satisfactory Participation.

Contributions in class reflect an awareness of the assigned readings, but do not suggest careful 

preparation or thoughtful reading. Student occasionally offers insights, but has trouble supporting 

his/her opinions with reference to the assigned reading. Student occasionally listens to and responds 

to the comments of others, but often only offers his/her own opinion without reference to that of 

his/her classmates, or has difficulty responding to differences of opinion. 

Tardy – Partial assignment submission



3-1 Points - Unsatisfactory Participation.

Contributions in class are infrequent or off-topic. Student offers comments, but they are not 

substantive and rarely enhance to the quality of the discussion. Student does not support comments 

with reference to the assigned readings and gives little evidence of advanced preparation. Student 

does not engage with the ideas of others, especially when they differ from his/her own.

NC – Non-participant. Absent

Rubric for Evaluating Student Discussion Prompts- 10 points
Each student will contribute to the weekly class Discussion Prompt, posting a minimum 100 word response to 

the week’s readings. There are a number of ways to approach these open-ended posts: consider the reading in 

relation to its historical, cultural or theoretical context; write about an aspect of the week’s reading that you 

don’t understand, or something that jars you; formulate an insightful question or two about the reading and then 

attempt to answer your own questions; or respond to another student’s post, building upon it, disagreeing with 

it, or re-thinking it. In any case, strive for thoughtfulness and nuance. 

Rating Characteristics

Criteria Unsatisfactory- 0-2 Limited – 3-4 Underdeveloped – 

5-6

Satisfactory- 7-8 Exceptional – 10-9



Content and 

Creativity

Timely

Quality of Writing

and Proofreading

 

The Discussion 

Prompt post is 

missing or 

consists of one or 

two disconnected 

sentences. 

(Did not meet 

min. standards 

and did not 

respond to peer 

post

The Discussion 

Prompt post is 

unfocused, or 

simply rehashes 

previous 

comments, and 

displays no 

evidence of 

student 

engagement with 

the topic.

(20-39 word 

minimum.)

No peer response

The Discussion Prompt

post is mostly textbook 

description or 

summary, without 

consideration of 

alternative 

perspectives. 

(40-69 word 

minimum.)

Responded to peer

Few connections are 

made between ideas. 

The post reflects 

limited critical thinking

with the topic.

The Discussion 

Prompt post is 

reasonably focused, 

and explanations or 

analysis are mostly 

based on examples or

other evidence.

 (70-99 word 

minimum.)

Responded to peer

Connections are 

made between ideas, 

and though new 

insights are offered, 

they are not fully 

developed. 

The post reflects 

moderate 

engagement with the 

topic.

The Discussion Prompt 

post is focused and 

coherently integrates 

examples with 

explanations or analysis.

(100 word minimum.)

The post demonstrates 

awareness of its own 

limitations or 

implications, and it 

considers multiple 

perspectives when 

appropriate. 

The entry reflects in-

depth engagement with 

the topic.

Responded to other 

student Discussion 

Prompt posts in an 

insightful manner

TOTAL

 

Grading Rubric

for Child

Observation

Assignment

Excellent – 10-9 Very Good – 8-7 Good – 6-5 Needs Improvement

-4-3

Poor -2-1



Description

s

The student 

describes the 

child, the 

conditions of 

observation, the 

child’s 

developmental 

skills or 

behaviors (in two 

or more areas). 

The description is

exceptionally 

clear and 

insightful.

The student 

describes the 

child, the 

conditions of 

observation, the 

child’s 

developmental 

skills or 

behaviors (in two

or more areas). 

The description is

generally clear 

and insightful.

The student describes 

the child, the 

conditions of 

observation, the 

child’s developmental

skills or behaviors (in 

two or more areas). 

The description is 

generally clear, but 

does not demonstrate 

particular

insight.

The student fails to 

meet one or more of 

the criteria outlined 

in the assignment 

handout.

Otherwise, the 

description is 

generally clear, but 

not particularly 

insightful.

The student fails to 

meet more than one 

of the criteria 

outlined in the 

assignment handout.

The description is 

generally unclear 

and not particularly 

insightful.

Links 

with 

course 

material

s

The student 

demonstrates 

remarkable 

understanding of 

and insight into 

child 

development. 

He/she flawlessly 

integrates 

description with 

linkages to 

Wisconsin Model 

Early Learning 

Standards, 

drawing upon no 

fewer than three 

relevant concepts.

The student 

demonstrates very

good 

understanding of 

and insight into 

child 

development. 

He/she 

competently 

integrates 

description with 

linkages to 

Wisconsin Model 

Early Learning 

Standards, 

drawing upon no 

fewer than two 

relevant concepts.

The student 

generally 

demonstrates good 

understanding of and

insight into child 

development. He/she

draws upon some 

relevant concepts, 

though not always 

the most appropriate

ones.

The student 

demonstrates shallow 

understanding of and 

insight into child 

development. He/she 

makes on sporadic 

reference to relevant 

concepts and often 

not the most 

appropriate ones.

The student 

demonstrates little or 

no  understanding  of 

and insight into child 

development. He/she 

makes only vague 

and often incorrect 

reference to 

Wisconsin Model 

Early Learning 

Standards.

Style

The paper 

contains no (or 

very few) errors 

in spelling, word 

choice, 

punctuation, or 

sentence 

structure. The 

style and 

organization are 

exceptionally 

clear.

The paper 

contains very few 

errors in spelling, 

word choice, 

punctuation, or 

sentence 

structure. The 

style and 

organization are 

clear.

The paper contains a 

few errors in spelling, 

word choice, 

punctuation, or 

sentence structure. 

The style and 

organization are 

generally clear, with 

some lapses.

The paper contains 

multiple errors in 

spelling, word 

choice, punctuation, 

or sentence structure. 

The style and 

organization do not 

meet college-level

standards.

The paper contains 

extensive errors in 

spelling, word 

choice, punctuation, 

or sentence structure.

The style and 

organization do not 

meet

college-level 

standards.

CENTER DESIGN RUBRIC

Content Standard Fair 4-5 Good 6-7 Very Good 7-8 Excellent 9-10



The lesson does not 

address any of the 

criteria for the 

specific content 

standard, (Math, 

Science, Literacy…)

confusing, theme, 

category, objective, 

follow up and actual 

lesson do not 

connect.

The lesson develops 

some of the criteria 

for the specific 

content standard 

(Math, Science, 

Literacy…) but not 

all.

Some areas do not 

connect others.

The lesson meets 

most of the goals 

and criteria for 

specific content 

standard (Math, 

Science, 

Literacy…).

Areas connect 

somewhat.

The lesson meets 

goals and criteria for

specific content 

standard (Math, 

Science, 

Literacy…).

All areas connect.

Meaningful

Activities

Fair Good Very Good Excellent 

*  No meaningful 

activities that 

integrate lesson 

concepts with 

language and 

opportunities for 

learning.

*  Center is not 

hands-on

*  Center provides 

experiences but no 

specific learning is 

involved. 

*  Activity does 

integrate some 

lesson concepts and 

provide some 

language 

opportunities for 

listening, and/or 

speaking.

*  Some hands on

 but no experiential 

learning involved. 

*  Meaningful 

Activities that 

integrate lesson 

concepts and 

provide some 

language 

opportunities for 

listening, and/or 

speaking

*  Center has some 

hands on 

components.

*  Some Experiential

learning provided. 

*  Meaningful 

Activities that 

integrate lesson 

concepts and provide

many language 

opportunities for 

listening and/or 

speaking. 

*  Project is hands-

on providing 

*  Experiential 

learning. 

Informative Fair Good Very Good Excellent

Presentation is 

vague and poorly 

organized

Presentation gives 

the audience some 

ideas but is poorly 

organized and lacks 

logical progression 

and is poorly 

presented.

Presentation 

provides numerous 

ideas and contributes

to the overall theme. 

Presentation is 

visually pleasing 

Presentation is 

presented in a clear, 

concise, and logical 

progression of ideas 

and gives the 

audience a clear 

purpose of the center

with numerous 

activities.


