
 
COLLEGE OF MENOMINEE NATION 

 
Course Title: Emergent Literacy  
Course Number: EDU 201-01 
Credits: 3 
Semester: Spring 2020 
Class Time: 6:00-8:50 pm  
Class Days: Tuesday & Thursday  
Room Number: SD224 & GB212 Online 
Instructor: Cassandra Watson 
Phone: 715-799-5600 ext. 3420  
Email: cwatson@menominee.edu 
Office Location: GM003D 
Office Hours: Virtual Office Hours 
 
Course Description: 
This class is an introduction to curriculum and methods for building a solid foundation of early literacy 
development at home and at school. Explicit strategies for teaching literacy to all young children, including 
children with diverse needs, within a balanced literacy approach will be emphasized. The emergent literacy 
spectrum will include: theory, assessment, oral language and vocabulary development, phonological 
awareness, comprehension, writing, organizing and managing a literacy based classroom, read alouds, and 
motivating reluctant readers and writers.  Research and current best practices will be studied.  An emphasis 
will be placed on relevant hands-on activities and projects. This course is primarily designed for teachers and 
future teachers. 
 
Required Texts: 
Helping Young Children Learn Language and Literacy - Vukelich, Enz, Roskos, Christie - 5th Edition - Pearson 
Self-Paced Phonics: A Text for Educators - Dow and Baer - 5th Edition - Pearson 
 
General Education Objectives: 

1. Develop effective communication skills in writing and speaking/Level 5 
2. Develop effective oral communication skills/Level 2 
3. Integrate computer and technology skills with course work/Level 4 
4. Think critically/Level 4 
5. Analyze problems systematically/Level 4 
6. Develop professional skills/Level 3 
7. Explore the role of culture in emergent literacy/Own traditions and Culture/Level 3 

 
Program Outcomes: 
Upon completion of this program, the graduate will be able to: 

1. Articulate the influences of family, culture, and community on children’s development and learning. 
2. Contribute to environments that are healthy, respectful, challenging, and supportive of cultures 

for all children. 
3. Demonstrate the importance of establishing positive relationships with peers and all students. 
4. Demonstrate knowledge of current educational theories and concepts. 
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Course Learning Outcomes: 
Upon completion of this course, the teacher candidate will be able to: 

1. Discuss current emergent literacy research; 
2. Demonstrate the ability to plan lessons that support a balanced reading program; 
3. Assess a child’s literacy development (reading and writing) using authentic assessment measures; 
4. Implement a variety of reading and writing strategies to facilitate literacy independence; 
5. Implement strategies to motivate reluctant readers and writers; 
6. Implement strategies to encourage oral language development; 
7. Develop a plan to organize the classroom that supports optimal literacy instruction; and 
8. Demonstrate the ability to effectively read aloud to students. 

 
Course Objective: 

● Students will be introduced to curriculum and methods for building a strong foundation for early literacy 
development. 

● Students will be given information that will assist them in creating a classroom atmosphere that 
promotes early literacy. 

 
Course Activity Assignments:  

1. Participation 40 pts 
Participatory points will be awarded for being present and actively participating in each class.  Includes 
in-class activities and active participation in class discussions. 

2. Homework Assignments from Dow and Baer 20 pts 
Complete chapter practice and cumulative review.  

3. Homework Assignments from Vukelich et al 45 pts 
Complete packet handout for each chapter. 

4. At Home Activities 10 pts 
Students will be expected to complete some activities at home during some classes.  These activities 
may include watching a video, reading an article, viewing a presentation, responding to posed 
questions, participating in online class discussions, writing a short paper, etc. 

5. Read Aloud Assignment (2 total) 30 pts 
Students will be required to read aloud one book to a child(ren) and complete a reflection log.  Each 
read aloud should be from a child’s book that is appropriate to his/her level and relates to a topic the 
student wants the child(ren) to learn about.  

6. Children’s Book Bibliography 10 pts 
7. Program Outcome Artifact 5 pts 
8. Phonics Quizzes 20 pts 
9. Final Exam 40 pts  

Assignment Points 
Daily classroom activities/Participation 40 
Dow & Baer assignments 20 
Vukelich et al assignments 45 
At Home Activities 10 
Read Aloud (2) 30 
Book Bibliography 10 
Program Outcome Needs 5 
Phonics Quizzes 20 
Final Exam 40 
Total points 220 
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Grading Policy:  A total course grade is tabulated across all course activities using percentages.  

  95-100% = A 75-79.9% = C 
  90-94.9% = AB 70-74.9% = CD 
  85-89.9% = B 65-69.9% = D 
  80-84.9% = BC   0-64.9% = F 

 
Use the following questions for each Read Aloud Reflection: 

a. What was the chosen book? What was the purpose for reading this book? How did you define your 
purpose to the child(ren) and how explicit were you in this? Be specific. 

b. Did you choose an age appropriate book for the child(ren)? How did you determine the book was 
appropriate for their age level? 

c. Did you help the child(ren) make predictions (create hypotheses and continually adjust them in light of 
new information)? 

d. How did you help the child(ren) visualize (“see” what you were reading; create a visual story world or 
mental model—with informational texts—that represents the meaning of the text for you lesson)? 

e. Did you design questions ahead of time and ask questions (interrogate the text, the self, and the author 
before, during, and after reading)? Please list them and use the page numbers of where the question(s) 
were asked.  

f. Did you summarize (bring meaning forward throughout the reading, help the child(ren) determine what 
was important and continually synthesize it with what had gone before)? 

g. Did you monitor understanding/self-correct, i.e. continuously check that reading made sense and used 
fix-it strategies when it didn’t? 

h. Reflect on meaning; consolidate knowledge with what was previously known? How did you do this? 
What did you discover that the child knew you could use before you started the book.  

Write a reflection on what had been learned during each Read Aloud session.  Use the above questions to 
help construct your reflection.  How did you help create new knowledge structures, or schema, and ways of 
thinking for the child to use in new situations? 
 
Program Outcome Artifact: 
For assessment of your program of study, CMN collects artifacts from each of your program emphasis courses 
that best demonstrate the program outcomes - knowledge, skills, and attitudes - required in your program of 
study.  These program outcomes are essential to your preparation for further study and/or your profession. 
 
The artifact for this course is a Read Aloud Reflection.  Upon completion of your artifact, you will email the 
artifact to your instructor saved using the following naming convention. 
 

For artifact: Term_Student Last Name_First Name_Course Number_Artifact 
Term: Fall - FA, Spring - SP, Summer - SU 

 
For example: SP20_Watson_Cassandra_EDU201_Artifact 

 
Childhood Development Associate (CDA): 
You are taking this course as it is a requirement to obtain the Childhood Development Associates (CDA) 
Credential for your place of employment. You are encouraged to use a binder to begin organizing your 
professional portfolio as a means of keeping your “resource collection” (RC) organized and readily usable. The 
following assignment demonstrates the proficiency for one of the 8 CDA Subject Areas for this class and can 
be used as a part of your professional portfolio. In addition, you are encouraged to write a reflective statement 
of competence for each of the six CDA Competency Standards. A description of The Reflective Statements of 
Competence can be found on pages 17–20 in “The Child Development Associate National Credentialing 
Program and CDA Competency Standards” book. 
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EDU 201: Emergent Literacy 
RC III: A bibliography that includes the titles, authors, publishers, copyright dates and short summaries of ten 
developmentally appropriate children’s books that you have used with young children. Each book should 
support a different topic related to children’s lives and challenges. 
 
Subjects you might consider addressing include: 
Cultural of linguistic group identity 
Gender identity 
Children with Special Needs 
Separation/Divorce/Remarriage/Family Structures 
Phases of the cycle of life from human reproduction to death 
Other topics that reflect the children and families with whom you work. 
 
Late work: 
It is the responsibility of the student to make up any work missed because of an absence. Acceptance of late 
work will be a joint decision between instructor and student. The instructor reserves the right to lower the grade 
by one letter grade for any late work and refuse to accept for grade any work turned in after the agreed upon 
time period. 
 
 
College of Menominee Nation Policies: 
 
Student Time Expectation:  In addition to participating in every meeting of this course, each student is 
expected to spend a minimum of six verifiable hours per week outside of class meeting times on the course 
subject matter, including reading of text, interactive text exercises, homework projects, chapter summaries, 
and key term reviews (located at the end of each chapter), technical research/reading, and other assignments 
as defined by the instructor.  
 
Assessment of Student Learning:  A composite of activity rubrics will be used to assess artifacts from this 
course and may be added to CMN’s teacher education portfolio.  
 
ADA Statement:  Individuals who have any disability, either permanent or temporary, which might affect their 
ability to perform in this class, are encouraged to inform the Disability Counselor in the Office of Disability 
Services, Room 101.  Adaptation of curriculum instruction or assessments may be made as required to provide 
for equitable participation. 
 
Course Evaluations:  All students are encouraged to provide the instructor with suggestions or other forms of 
constructive feedback regarding the class.  Students can do this informally by speaking with the instructor, 
either in class or by appointment, and if the instructor is unavailable, to then arrange an appointment with the 
Dean of Instruction.  This can also be done formally by completing the evaluation form distributed at the end of 
the course.  If a student has a concern, issue, or question, the student must take responsibility to approach the 
instructor in a timely manner. 
 
Class Cancellation Due to Inclement Weather or Building Closure:  Closures resulting from severe 
weather conditions, natural disasters, or mechanical failure will be announced by the President or her 
designee.  Campus closing will be announced on WTCH-AM 960, WTCH, WIXX as well as Fox11 and Channel 
2 TV stations.  When in doubt, call 715-799-5600 for a recorded message.  Notifications of class cancellations 
will be posted on campus.  If no announcement/posting is made, students should remain for 10 minutes after 
class is scheduled to begin.  
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Academic Conduct:  Academic honesty is an absolute for the fulfillment of the College of Menominee Nation 
mission and guiding principles.  Our students are proud of the work they do here and are committed to doing 
the best for their communities.  Their grades, certificates, and degrees are their record of that work.  These are 
used by prospective employers to make hiring decisions, by transfer colleges and universities to make 
admissions decisions, by funding organizations to determine eligibility for scholarships and other financial aid, 
and, most importantly, by family and other community members to express their pride in our students' 
accomplishments.  Therefore, College of Menominee Nation will not tolerate any form of academic dishonesty. 
See the Student Handbook for more information on “Academic Misconduct.” 
 
Academic Alerts:   The academic alert form is used as a student retention tool at the College of Menominee 
Nation.  Instructors fill out forms to identify students at risk of not completing a course or identify problems. 
This type of early intervention increases the opportunity for student success. Academic alerts can be submitted 
at any time during the semester to the Dean of Student Services.  The forms are given to the student’s advisor 
for follow-up.  Follow-up comments are returned to the instructor.  
 
Computer Labs:  Students using the computer lab must adhere to the College of Menominee Nation policy. 
Orientation for the computer lab is given during the first few weeks of each semester to help students get 
familiar with the lab equipment.  These sessions are held regularly at posted times.  All students are strongly 
recommended to attend.  See the Student Handbook for more information on “Computer Lab Policy.” 
 
Incomplete Policy:  Requests for a grade of “incomplete” must be initiated by the student to the instructor. 
Students may only request if at least 75% of course requirements have been met.  
 
Cell Phones, Pagers, Electronic Devices, etc.:  Students are forbidden from using cell phones, pagers, 
electronic devices, etc., in the classroom. All devices must be turned off before class begins. 
 
 
 
 
Important Dates to Remember: 

Item/Activity Date Action Needed 
Last day to add/drop March 20 Paperwork due to Registrar 
Spring Break (no classes) March 23-27 No classes 
Midterm evaluations Distributed April 1 

Due April 15 
Student complete on Empower 

Good Friday Holiday April 10 CMN closed 

Midterm grades April 15 Instructor post on Empower 
Last day to withdraw April 24 Paperwork due to Registrar 
Final evaluations Distributed April 29 

Due May 13 
Student complete on Empower 

Final grades May 12 Instructor post on Empower 
Native American Day May 13 CMN closed 
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COURSE CALENDAR 

 
 Agenda Assignment 

      

Week 1 
Mar 17 

Course Intro / Discussion on Assignments 
Chapter 1 - Foundations of Language and 
Literacy 

Read Chapter 1 - complete chapter packet 

Week 1 
Mar 19 

Chapter 2 - Families’ Role in Children’s 
Literacy Learning  
Read Aloud Introduction 

Read Chapter 2 - complete chapter packet 

Week 2 
Mar 24 

SPRING BREAK No class 

Week 2 
Mar 26 

SPRING BREAK No class 

Week 3 
Mar 31 

Chapter 3 - Educational Environments 
Beyond the Family 
 

Read Chapter 3 - complete chapter packet 

Week 3 
Apr 2 

Chapter 4 - Language: The Foundation for 
Literacy Learning 
Observing Development by Age 

Read Chapter 4 - complete chapter packet 
Read Aloud #1 & Reflection 

Week 4 
Apr 7 

Chapter 5 - Developing Oral Language 
Comprehension 

Read Chapter 5 - complete chapter packet 

Week 4 
Apr 9 

Chapter 6 - Sharing Good Books with 
Young Children 

Read Chapter 6 - complete chapter packet 

Week 5 
Apr 14 

Supporting Children’s Oral Language 
Development 
Phonics Chapter 1 - Introduction 

Oral Language Packet 
Read Phonics Chapter 1 - complete practice 
questions 
Prepare Assigned Vocabulary from Phonics 
Chapter 3 

Week 5 
Apr 16 

Phonemic Awareness Quiz 
Phonics Chapter 3 - Phonics Vocabulary 
and Phonemes 

Read Phonics Chapter 3 - complete practice 
and cumulative review questions 
Prepare Assigned Activity from Phonics 
Chapter 4 

Week 6 
Apr 21 

Phonics Chapter 4 - Emergent Literacy 
and Phonics 
Student-led activities from Phonics Chapter 4 
Phonics Chapter 2 - Phonics Pretest 

Read Phonics Chapter 4 - complete practice 
and cumulative review questions 
Phonics Chapter 2 - complete practice and 
cumulative review questions 

Week 6 Phonics Quiz Read Chapter 7 - complete chapter packet 
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Apr 23 Chapter 7 - Teaching Early Reading Read Aloud #2 & Reflection 

Week 7 
Apr 28 

Chapter 8 - Teaching Early Writing Read Chapter 8 - complete chapter packet 
Children’s Book Bibliography 

Week 7 
Apr 30 

Chapter 9 - Assessing the Foundations of 
Early Literacy Learning 
Program Review Needs 
EDU201 Recap 

Read Chapter 9 - complete chapter packet 
Program Review Artifact 

Week 8 
May 5 

Supporting Children’s Reading & Writing 
Development 

Reading & Writing Packet 
Study for Final Exam 

Week 8 
May 7 

Wrap Up 
Final Exam 

CELEBRATE! 
 

The above information and/or calendar in this course are subject to change.  
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