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COLLEGE OF MENOMINEE NATION 
Instructor Syllabus 

 
Course Name:   EDU 308 Methods for Language Arts  
Course # & Section: 308-01  
Number of Credits: 3 
Semester and year:   Spring Semester/2015 
Class Time: 3:00-5:50	PM	
Class Day: Mondays & Wednesdays 
Room Number: SD 225 
Course Pre-reqs: EDU 250 and admission into the teacher education program 
 
Instructor:  Dr. Lauren Waukau-Villagomez  Phone:  715-799-6226 ex: 3259  Email:  
lvillagomez@menominee.edu  
 
Office Location:  SD 021A Office Hours:  2:00 – 3:00 PM 
Mondays & Wednesdays 
 
Catalog Course Description:  
This course focuses on the interactive nature of the language arts—reading, speaking, listening, 
writing, viewing and visually representing. In a culturally responsive, developmentally 
appropriate manner, teacher candidates will learn to design instruction and assessment, create a 
literary environment in the classroom and strengthen teaching technological strategies to improve 
student literary skills.  
 
Required Texts: Ogle Donna & Beers James W. (2012). Engaging in the Language Arts 
(2nd Ed). 
Echevarria, Jana, Vogt MaryEllen & Short, Deborah J. (2013). Making Content 
Comprehensible for English Learners. 
   
Required Supplies:   

 Plastic container for resources & lessons 
 Three ring notebook for observation log;  
 Three ring 2 inch notebook for RT & ST materials 
 Three ring 2 inch notebook for lessons 
 Three ring notebook 1 inch for SIOP 
 jump drive     
 Pocket Folder                       

   
Other Texts:  
   Cohen, V. L. and Cowen, J. E. (2008). Literacy for children in an  
    information age. Canada: Thompson Wadsworth. 

IRA/NTCE Joint task Force on Assessment. (1994). Standards for 
the assessment of reading and writing.  

Gunning, T. G. (2008). Creating literacy instruction for all   
    students.(6th ed).  Boston: Pearson. 
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   Thompkins,G.E. (2006) Literacy for the 21st century: A    
    balanced approach.(4th ed). New Jersey: Pearson Merrill  
    Prentice Hall. 

Wheeler, R.S. & Swaords, R. (2006). Code-Switching. Urbana, 
Illinois: National Council of Teachers. 

   Woodray, K. (1999). Wondrous words: writers and writing in the  
    elementary classroom. National Council of Teachers of   
    English. 
       
 
 
General Education Objective Assessment/Activity
Analytical Abilities/Critical Thinking/ Level 5
                                                               

Reflection participation
Quizzes  
Observation log 
Literacy Narrative

Analytical Abilities/Problem Solving/Level 5 Adaptations to lesson plans 
Observation log reflections 

Communication/Written/ Level 5 Lesson plan unit & Resources 
Reflections  
Literacy Narrative

Communication/Spoken/Level 5 Teaching lesson plans
Class presentation of literary narrative 

Communication/Multimedia/Level 5 Class presentation—lessons 
Class presentation of literacy narrative 
 

Culture and History/Native American/5 Reflections 
Code switching 
Storytelling  
Literacy Narrative 
Observation log 
Quizzes 

Culture & History/Own Traditions 
Culture/Level 5 
                                                                       

Reflections 
Observation log 
Code switching 
Storytelling  
 

Culture and History/Regional Traditions and 
Culture/ Level 4 

Reflections 
Code switching 
Storytelling  
 

Culture and History/ Global Diversity/Level 5 Literacy Narrative 
Code switching 
Storytelling  
 
 

Human experience/Professional Skills/Level 5 Collaboration with cooperating teacher on observations
Teaching lesson plans  
professional meeting
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Program Outcomes:   
1. Plan developmentally appropriate and culturally responsive curriculum.  
   (lesson plan unit & resources, observation log) 
2. Recognize the influences of family/culture/community on children’s development and 

learning.  (Literacy narrative, Guest speakers/specialists, quizzes) 
3. Synthesize contemporary research related to young children  
   (literacy narrative) 
4. Modify curriculum and instruction to meet the needs of individual children  
   (lesson plan unit, observation log, professional meeting) 
5. Incorporate cultural elements to create positive learning experiences  
   (lesson plan unit & resources, guest presenters/specialists) 
6. Create environments that are healthy, respectful, supportive and challenging for all 

children.  (lesson plan unit & resources, observation log)  
 
Course Learning Outcomes:  
In this course, the students will 
1. Plan learning activities for children in the language arts that 

nurture children’s critical thinking/ problem solving skills and 
creativity. 

 
Lesson plan unit/resources 
Observation log 

2. Demonstrate teaching strategies that emphasize the 
interactive nature of the five language arts skills of oral 
language, listening, reading, writing and technological 
communication. 

 
Lesson plan unit/resources 
Observation Log 

3. Integrate the stages of development of language (pre-
production, early production, speech emergence and 
intermediate fluency) with strategies for ELL (English 
Language Learners and strategies for revitalizing Native 
American Languages. 

Observation log 
Literacy narrative 
Lesson plan unit/resources 
 

4. Develop a sense of professionalism through field experience, 
reflection and collaboration with experienced teachers. 

Lesson plan unit, Literacy narrative
, professional meeting 
Reflection on speakers/specialists 
 Quizzes 

5. Design and use authentic assessments for children’s writing 
and communication skills. 

Lesson plan unit 
Observation log 
 

 
 
Assessment Activities:  

1. Observation Log: Organize and use an observation log focused on the methods and 
resources for each area of the language arts (reading, writing, listening, talking, viewing, 
visually representing), teaching Native language, ELL strategies and technology. During 
the three to four weeks of classroom experience, teacher candidates will record 
observations, reflections and find resources that relate to each language arts areas and 
standards. Students should review and critique a computer based language arts program 
in the classroom. The organization and content of this log will be graded on the rubric 
provided in to the class by the instructor. Students will participate in a professional 
meeting at their school. Student should teach and videotape at least one lesson to share 
with class for critique. The observation log will be shared in class. Be sure to include 
your regular field work forms & your overview of the school and classroom. You must 
begin your placement as soon as possible. (15 points)/ April 29 
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2. Language Arts Lesson Plan Portfolio: Create and evaluate a lesson plan unit 

integrating a trade book or a theme into all areas of the language arts—oral 
communication & listening- reading – writing- viewing and visual representation. A 
segment of a lesson will be presented to the class as an example of instruction and 
assessment of literacy skills. The format for the lesson plan and other components of the 
unit will be presented in class. Technology and supporting materials should be 
incorporated in the lessons. Students should include additional resources from their 
classroom experience or research as part of the portfolio.  Peer suggestions and 
evaluations, input from the cooperating teacher and suggestions from the college 
supervisor will be noted. The edTPA format will be used.(20 points) 
 

Communicating & Listening5Points  Due April 13 Draft  
April 15 final 
 
Reading    5 points     Due April 20 draft   
Final April 27 
Writing     5 points  Due May 4 
Viewing & visual representation  5 points  Due May 11 

 
3.  Literacy Narrative: Students will write a narrative (story) about how they learned to 

read and write. Important events during this time period will be discussed.  Students will 
answer the basic questions as follows: What is the earliest or most vivid memory you 
have of learning to read or write? Who taught you—a parent, grandparent, older 
sibling, or teacher? What books or stories were significant in your early life, and 
how do they resonate in you today? How did you respond to being read to as a 
child? Think about looking at illustrations, hearing rhymes and voices for 
different characters. In school, were there any writing assignments that you found 
challenging or illuminating? How did your attitudes toward writing and reading 
develop?  Students will also include 3 current journal articles that relate to their 
learning experiences in the paper.  The paper will be 4 pages in length double 
spaced/12 point font not including title page and reference page.  (5 points)/April 
6 
 

4. ELL Research: Students will read current research (at least two articles) on code-
switching and /or ELL students. Students will write a short overview of each 
article. (5 points) Due April 13   
 

5. Making Content Comprehension for English Learners Assignments: Each 
student will be assigned 5 SIOP features to share with the class. You will prepare 
a PowerPoint synthesizing the information on each assigned feature. (10 points) 
ongoing 
 
 

6. Class Activities: Participation includes discussions, presentations, activities and 
class reflections. Written reflections on the presentations or guest speakers, the 
readings from the course, class presentations and group discussions may be 
required. Students will prepare a story to tell in class or find an appropriate 
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readers’ theater (RT) to share. Reflections are considered important for teachers 
who are reflective decision makers.   (20 points) ongoing 
 

7. Quizzes:  There will be weekly quizzes to complete with an 85% average. Keep 
in folder. Students are required to choose important vocabulary terms from each 
chapter. Define and keep in folder. In addition students will outline the chapter by 
choosing the 10 Big Ideas and describing them. Keep in folder. See handout.(20 
points) 

 
Grading Policy:   

 Observations & video & log   20  
 Lesson Plans & Resources   20 
 SIOP Comprehension Activities   10 
 Literacy Narrative     5 
 ELL/Code Switching Research    5 
 Weekly Quizzes    20 
 Class activities: Reflections/story/RT   20 
                 100 points 
 

95-100% = A  85-89%   = B   75-79% = C  
90-94%   =AB  80-84% = BC   70-74% = CD  65-69% = D 

 
                
Student Time Expectation: In addition to participating in every meeting of this course, 
each student is expected to spend a minimum of six (6) verifiable hours per week outside 
of class meeting times on the course subject matter. See course schedule and list of 
various assignments.   
 
Attendance Policy:  Attendance at class enhances the learning experience and assists a student 
in completing the discussions, experiences and assessments required for this course. Contact with 
the instructor in case of a rare emergency is expected professional behavior. All missed class 
work must be completed and e-mailed to the instructor before the next class or on an agreed upon 
date. Attendance at the practicum placement site is regulated by the field experience policies.  
Students are expected to arrive at on time and not leave early.  Any infraction of this type can be 
considered an absence. 
 
Class Participation:  Class participation is an indicator of motivation and professional interest. 
Teacher candidates are expected to work collaboratively with each other. A teacher candidate is 
expected to be fully responsible for his or her own education and become engaged in inquiry, 
discussion and reflection. Teaching skills, dispositions and knowledge are strengthened with 
continued practice and participation. 
 
Late work: The disposition of answerability/accountability is essential for a teacher candidate. It 
is the responsibility of the teacher candidate to consult with the instructor on the due date for late 
work and grading consequences. In the case of late final assignments, the student must request an 
incomplete and complete the assignment and request a grade change. 
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Class Cancellation by Instructor: Notification of class cancellations will be posted on campus.  
If no announcement/posting is made, teacher candidates should remain for 10 minutes after class 
is scheduled to begin. 
 
Classroom Conduct:  All cell phones, pagers, electronic devises, etc. are to be turned off 
during class.  A teacher candidate needs to act in a responsible manner when using technology in 
class and crediting resources. Listening and speaking skills are employed in such a way that any 
speaker, student or instructor is respected and those at another site attending through ITV feel a 
valuable part of the class.  Computers will not be used in class unless requested by the 
instructor.   
 

 
 

Tentative Course Schedule and Assignments 
 
Week Tentative Class 

Schedule 
Homework Assignments Assessment of 

Student 
preparation 

1/March 
23 

Discussion of syllabus 
and assignments 
Introduction to 
Language Arts 
Chapter 1 
SIOP Discussion 

Review syllabus & 
Assignments (2 hours) 
Read Chapters 1 & 2 (3 
hours) 
Begin Literacy Narrative (1 
hour) 
Read SOIP Chapter 1 (1 hour 
Begin work on ELL research 
(1 hour) 

NA 

2/March 
25 

Discussion on 
Chapter 1/Intro 
Chapter 2/ assessing 
LA 
Discussion of 
Literacy Narrative 

Read Chapter 3 (3 Hours) 
Begin Literacy Narrative (3 
hour) 
Read SOIP Chapter 1 (1 hour 
 

Quiz Chapters 1 & 2 
completed in folder 
 
SIOP Assignment in 
folder 
 

3/March 
30 

Chapter 3/Diverse 
Learners 
Review  Reading 
Foundations Test 
Complete Draft of 
Literacy Narrative 

Read Chapter 4 (3 hours) 
Complete Literacy Narrative 
(3 hour) 
Read SOIP Chapter 1 (1 hour 
 

Quiz Chapter 3 
completed in Folder 
 
SIOP Assignment in 
folder 
 

4/April 1 Chapter 4/Oral 
Language 
Presentation of 
Completed Literacy 
narrative 

Read Chapter 5 (3 hours) 
Begin ELL Research (1 Hour) 
Begin Work on Lesson Plans 
& Resources (2 Hours) 
Read SOIP Chapter 2 (1 hour) 
 

Literacy Narrative 
Quiz chapter 4 
completed in folder 
 
SIOP Assignment in 
folder 
 

5/April 6 Chapter 5 /Engaging Read Chapter 6 (3 Hours) Quiz Chapter 5 
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with Literature  
 

Begin ELL Research (1 Hour) 
Begin Work on Lesson Plans 
& Resources (2 Hours) 
Begin ELL Research (1 Hour) 
Begin Work on Lesson Plans 
& Resources (2 Hours) 
Read SOIP Chapter 3 (1 hour) 
 
 
Literacy Narrative Due! 
 

 completed in folder 
 
SIOP Assignment in 
folder 
 

6/April 8 Code Switching 
Menominee Indian 
English 
Storytelling 

Read Chapter 6 (3 Hours) 
Begin ELL Research (1 Hour) 
Begin Work on Lesson Plans 
& Resources (2 Hours) 
Prepare Story 
Begin ELL Research (1 Hour) 
Begin Work on Lesson Plans 
& Resources (2 Hours) 
Read SOIP Chapter 4(1 hour) 
 
 
 

Review progress on 
lesson plan unit 
 
Completed Quiz in 
Folder 
SIOP Assignment in 
folder 
 

7/April 
13 

Chapter 6 Strategies 
for Listening &  
Speaking 
Lesson Plan Review 
& research 
Ell Research 
Presentations 
 
 

Read Chapter 7 (2Hours) 
Completion Research (1 
Hour) 
 Work on Lesson Plans & 
Resources (2 Hours) 
Prepare Story 
Read SOIP Chapter 5(1 hour) 
Draft lesson Plan 
 
ELL Research Due!

Quiz Chapter 6 
Completed Quiz in 
Folder 
SIOP Assignment in 
folder 
Ell Research 

8/April 
15 

Chapter 7 Reading 
Primary Grades 
Lesson Plan Review 
& research 
 
 

Read Chapter 8 (2 Hours) 
Lesson Plans & Resources (2 
Hours) 
Prepare Story 
Read SOIP Chapter 5(1 hour) 
Chapter Text Big Ideas-Folder 
(2 Hours) 
Chapter Text Vocabulary-
folder (2 hours) 
 
Lesson Plan 1 Due! 
 
 

Quiz  Chapter 7 
Completed Quiz in 
Folder 
SIOP Assignment in 
folder 
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9/April 
20 

 
Chapter 8	Reading	
Beyond	the	Primary	
Grades	

Read Chapter 9(3 Hours) 
Begin ELL Research (1 Hour) 
Begin Work on Lesson Plans 
& Resources (2 Hours) 
Prepare Story 
Read SOIP Chapter 6(1 hour) 
 
 
 
Lesson Plan 2 Draft 

Research Review 
 
Completed Quiz in 
Folder 
 
SIOP Assignment in 
folder 
 

10/April 
22 
 

Readers’ Theater 
Workshop 

Read Chapter 9 (3 hours) 
Begin ELL Research (1 Hour) 
Work on Lesson Plans & 
Resources (2 Hours) 
Prepare Story 
 
Read SOIP Chapter 6(1 hour) 
 
 

Completed Quiz in 
Folder 
SIOP Assignment in 
folder 
 

11/April 
27 

Chapter 9 Spelling 
Lesson Plan Review 
& research 
Ell Research 
Update on 
Observations 

Read Chapter 10 (3 hours) 
Begin ELL Research (1 Hour) 
Work on Lesson Plans & 
Resources (2 Hours) 
Prepare Story 
Read SOIP Chapter 7(1 hour) 
 
Lesson 2 Due! 

Quiz Chapter 8 
Completed Quiz in 
Folder 
SIOP Assignment in 
folder 
 
Story Presentation 

12/April 
29 

Catch up time to 
complete all chapter 
in text 

Catch up time on all 
assignments  6 hours) 
Observation Log Due! 
Observation Log 
Presentations

 

13‐	May	
4	

Chapter 10 
Developing 
vocabulary 
Lesson Plan Review 
& research 
Ell Research 
Update on 
Observations 

Read Chapter 11 
Begin ELL Research (1 Hour) 
Work on Lesson Plans & 
Resources (2 Hours) 
Work on Observation Log 
Prepare RT 
Read SOIP Chapter 8(1 hour) 
Lesson Plan 3 Due! 

Quiz Chapter 9 
 
Completed Quiz in 
Folder 
SIOP Assignment in 
folder 
 

14/May 
6 

Chapter 11 Early 
Childhood Language 
Arts 
Lesson Plan Review 
& research 
 

Read Chapter 12 (3 Hours 
 Work on Lesson Plans & 
Resources (3 Hours) 
Read SOIP Chapter 9(1 hour) 
 
 

Quiz Chapter 11 
 
Completed Quiz in 
Folder 
SIOP Assignment in 
folder 
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15/May 
11 

Chapter 13 
Observation Log  
 

Work on Lesson Plans & 
Resources (3 Hours) 
Read SOIP Chapter 10(1 
hour) 
Work on Lesson plan video 
presentation (1 hour) 
 
Lesson Plan 4 due! 
Work on Lesson Plans & 
Resources (3 Hours) 

Quiz Chapter  12 & 
13 completed in 
Folder 
Chapter Text 
Vocabulary-folder 
(2 hours) 
 

16/May  
13 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Presentations 
Lesson Plan Unit & 
Resources Sharing 
Lesson Plan Critiques 
 
 
 

 
NA 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
Assessment of Student Learning:  Students entering the College of Menominee Nation in the 
fall 2004 are required to successfully complete EDU295 as a requirement for graduation.  All 
continuing students are strongly encouraged to participate in the student portfolio process.  
Samples of the artifacts of the general education objectives and program objectives should be 
saved in order to give the student selection options for the student general education portfolio. A 
professional portfolio based on Wisconsin’s ten standards for teacher development and licensure 
is required of teacher candidates. Samples for this portfolio will be developed in this course. 
 
ADA Statement:    Individuals who have any disability, either permanent or temporary, which 
might affect their ability to perform in this class are encouraged to inform the Disability 
Counselor in the Office of Disability Services, Room 101.  Adaptation of curriculum instruction, 
or assessments may be made as required to provide for equitable participation. 
 
Assessment of Instruction: All students are encouraged to provide the instructor with 
suggestions or other forms of constructive feedback regarding the class.  Student can do this 
informally by speaking with the instructor, either in class or by appointment, and if the instructor 
is unavailable, to then arrange an appointment with the Dean of Instruction.  This can also be 
done formally by completing the evaluation form distributed at the end of the course.  If a student 
has a concern, issue, or question, the student must take responsibility to approach the instructor in 
a timely manner. 
 
Class Cancellation Due to Inclement Weather or Building Closure:  
Closures resulting from severe weather conditions, natural disasters, or mechanical failure will be 
announced by the President or her designee.  Campus closing will be announced on WTCH-AM 
960, WTCH, WIXX as well as Fox11 and Channel 2 TV stations.  When in doubt, call 715-799-
5600 for a recorded message.  Notifications of class cancellations will be posted on campus.  If 
no announcement/posting is made, student should remain for 10 minutes after class is scheduled 
to begin.   
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Academic Conduct:  Academic honesty is an absolute for the fulfillment of College of 
Menominee Nation mission and guiding principles.  Our students are proud of the work they do 
here and are committed to doing the best for their communities.  Their grades, certificates, and 
degrees are their record of that work.  These are used by prospective employers to make hiring 
decisions, by transfer colleges and universities to make admissions decisions, by funding 
organizations to determine eligibility for scholarships and other financial aid, and, most 
importantly, by family and other community members to express their pride in our students 
accomplishments.  Therefore, College of Menominee Nation will not tolerate any form of 
academic dishonesty.  See the Student Handbook for more information on “Academic 
Misconduct.” 
 
Academic Alerts:   The academic alert form is used as a student retention tool at the College of 
Menominee Nation.  Instructors fill out forms to identify students at risk of not completing a 
course or identify problems.  This type of early intervention increases the opportunity for student 
success. Academic alerts can be submitted at any time during the semester to Student Services.  
The forms are given to the student’s advisor for follow-up.  Follow-up comments are returned to 
the instructor.   
 
Computer Labs:  Students using the computer lab must adhere to the College of Menominee 
Nation policy.  Orientation for the computer lab is given during the first few weeks of each 
semester to help students get familiar with the lab equipment.  These sessions are held regularly 
at posted times.  All students are strongly recommended to attend.  See the Student Handbook for 
more information on “Computer Lab Policy.” 
 
Incomplete Policy:  Requests for a grade of “incomplete” must be initiated by the student to the 
instructor.  Students may only request if at least 75% of course requirements have been met. 
 
The above information and/or calendar in this course are subject to change.  If change is 
required, the change will be in writing and provided to each student. 
 
 
 
 
 


